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1. Introduction 

As in 2008, breeding occurred at one location within the studbook. Two 

specimens were born in August. One of these however, was missing one eye and 

had a deformed beak. SO far, this is the only location where Cuora bourreti is 

being bred. In Munster Zoo the first breeding success with this species was 

accomplished in 2009 (Meier, pers. comm.).  

 

 

2. Studbook population 

December 2009, the ESF studbook population is 4.11.10 (25) and the total living 

population is 4.9.9 (22) specimens. Compared to 2008 this is an increase of 47% 

of the registered living population. 32% of the live specimens is captive bred at 

two locations. One of these locations participates within the studbook, the other 

doesn’t. One specimen is claimed to be captive bred but it is thought to be 

questionable if not implausible.  

Clearly the sax ratio within captivity is biased towards females. Also outside the 

studbook males are rarer than females.  

 

 

3. Locations 

December 2009, the number of studbook participants is seven from four 

different European countries. They are located in the Netherlands (2), Germany 

(3), Switzerland (1) and Tsjech Republic (1). One location sold its last 

C.bourreti and is no longer within the studbook.  

In comparison to 2008 this is an increase of 75% which is very positive.   

 

 

4. Births 
The first breeding success has taken place within the studbook. Three out of 

three eggs (2 clutches) hatched at the Dutch location. All three are housed 

separately and started eating within several days. At the German location one 

clutch of three eggs was produced. 

Outside the studbook breeding seems to be stable as it occurred at the same 

locations as in 2007. 

 

 

5. Imports 

Legal importation of C.bourreti does not take place anymore. Illegal importation 

(smuggling) however, does still take place but presumably in very low 

quantities. Sporadically Asian people offer C. bourreti on advertising websites 

in Western Europe.  

 

 



6. Deaths 

One of the captive bred specimens dies within 

four months due to euthenisation. This particular 

specimen had several malformations. Besides this 

death, one specimen was sold to an unknown 

location and thus “lost” for studbook purposes. 

 

 

7. Transfers 

Three new locations registered their C.bourreti 

with a total of seven specimens. One of these 

locations bought the adult pair which was sold     Photo by  R.P.J.H. Struijk 

by a petshop in the Netherlands in 2008  

(see Struijk, 2008). A second new location registered 4 captive bred specimens 

with German origin. 

One specimen, bred in 2009, was transferred to a new studbook participant in 

Tsjech Republic. 

 

 

8. Discussion and future prospects 

Altough the studbook population is still small, several positive things have 

happened. An increase in both number of specimens and number of participants 

is promising. Hopefully more people will subscribe their animals. 

Future registrations of some C.bourreti are expected as at least one location 

promised to subscribe their C.bourreti collection (incl. their own captive bred 

juveniles). Specimens from Alwetterzoo Munster are not yet registered. Efforts 

will be made to achieve this in 2010 of 2011. 

Breeding successes have been scarce so far. Although it is expected that 

numbers will increase, so far it has only happened at very few locations and 

sometimes not for longer periods on end. More efforts should be taken to get 

animals to breed and to hatch eggs successfully. Safe incubation temperatures 

seem to be about 26-27°C in a damp (not wet) substrate.  

Within the studbook it is tried to get photo material of every registered 

specimen. This is an ideal method to individually recognize specimens in order 

prevent mistakes. It will also give insight in the variability of specimens and 

perhaps even to suggest participants to work together in forming compatible 

pairs or groups. Below are some examples of the output f the studbook 

programme SEBAG. At this moment photos of 47 specimens have been inserted 

in SEBAG which is over 60% of the live studbook population! Attempts will be 

made to add at least photos of all adult specimens.   
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